iS4      THE WELL OF SAINT CLARE
In the cradle he had received from St. Francis himself the name of Bonaventure. He had studied . Theology at the University of Paris ; and he excelled in the science of Love, which is the science of God. He knew the four degrees which lift the creature to his Creator, and he pondered on the mystery of the six wings of the Cherubim. This was the reason why he was called the Seraphic Doctor.
And he was well aware that Science is vain without Love. Fra Giovanni found him walking in his garden, on the terrace overlooking the city.
It was a Sunday ; and the handicraftsmen of the town and the peasants who work in the vineyards were climbing, at the foot of the terrace, the steep street that leads to the Church.
And Fra Giovanni, seeing Brother Bonaventure in the garden, in the midst of the lilies, drew near and said:
" Brother Bonaventure, free my mind of the doubt that is tormenting me, and tell me : Can an ignorant man love God with as great love as a learned Doctor of the Church ?"
And Brother Bonaventure answered:
" I will tell you the truth, Fra Giovanni ; a poor old woman may not only equal but surpass all the Doctors of Theology in the world. And seeing the sole excellence of man lies in loving,